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ABOUT US
The Singapore International Film
Festival (SGIFF) is the largest and

longest running film event in
Singapore. Founded in 1987, the
Festival has become an iconic

event in the Singapore arts
calendar that is widely attended
by international film lovers and

industry professionals. It is
recognised worldwide for its focus

on Asian filmmakers and the
promotion of Southeast Asian films.



WE  CREATE  DIALOGUE

BETWEEN  AUDIENCE  &

FILMMAKERS

Masterclasses & Talks • Post-film
Dialogues • Q&A Sessions

WHAT 
 EXACTLY 

DO WE DO?
WE  CHAMPION  THE  ART

& INNOVATION  OF

FILMMAKING

Film Competitions & Awards •
Development Initiatives • SGIFF
Film Fund

WE  INSPIRE  THE

DISCOVERY  OF

INDEPENDENT  CINEMA

Over 70 films from around the
world • A platform for new voices



ABOUT THE FILM IMMERSION PROGRAMME

4  LEVELS  OF  ENGAGEMENT

The Film Immersion
Programme was designed to
expand on ongoing initiatives
and to continue nurturing
media literacy, an
appreciation of the film
medium, and the creative
process among our youths. It
can be experienced at four
levels of engagement.
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Immerse

Volunteer

Experience

Youth Jury &

Critics Programme

MID APR - EARLY NOV

A showcase of Singapore and
Southeast Asian short films
followed by a Q&A with guest
speakers. This may be in-person
or online.

LATE NOV - EARLY DEC

Experience Singapore's iconic
cultural event, and delight in the
festival's eclectic programme.  

LATE NOV - EARLY DEC

Learn first-hand what happens
behind the scenes of a film
festival.

1 MONTH BEFORE SGIFF

Weekly workshop to nurture and
guide a new generation of young
writers on cinema.

1 2

3 4



AIMS
LEVEL  1 :  IMMERSE

INTRODUCE students to stories and aesthetics that reflect our
region’s evolving culture through the screening of impactful and
award-winning short films from the SGIFF.

EQUIP students with a range of 21st Century competencies such
as Civic Literacy, Cross-Cultural Skills, and Critical and
Inventive Thinking.

NURTURE and deepen film literacy and cultivate support for
our own cinema and beyond.



DEVELOP a holistic understanding of Singapore and the
region/world by the end of the Programme.

EXPOSURE to a range of cinematic experiences, viewpoints,
and narratives that will enrich students' knowledge of cinema
as well as other cultures.

INSPIRE active learning and challenge preconceived notions
about the world and the human condition through dynamic
interaction with speakers.

OUTCOMES
LEVEL  1 :  IMMERSE



Immerse:

List of
Short Films

LEMONGRASS
GIRL

 
As dark clouds begin to
gather, a young female
production manager is tasked
to carry out the tradition of
planting a lemongrass upside
down on set

Dir. Pom Bunsermvicha  | 2021 | 
18 min | PG | Thailand

A  MAN  TREMBLES

Set against the backdrop of the
Asian Financial Crisis, a family
confronts a mysterious entity at
the island of Sentosa on their last
day on Earth.

Dir. Mark  Chua, Lam Li Shuen |

2021 | 23 min | PG 13  |Singapore

SUDDEN
UNCERTAINTY

With news of land reformation
in his small village, Frankie, who
does not go to school, struggles
to comprehend his friend’s
eviction notice and the stark
realities of modernisation.

Dir. Firdaus Balam | 2021 | 
24 min |PG | Malaysia



BOYS  WILL  BE  BOYS

Thomas rekindles his feelings for his
ex-best friend Chanel after she tells
him about her breakup. When rumours
of her compromising photos start to
spread around the school, the
schoolboy decides to confront her ex-
boyfriend. 

Dir. Shannen Mok | 2021 | 
23 min | PG13 | Singapore

SIDE  BY  SIDE

An elderly couple recounts their
secret past, and their
granddaughter finds out that
their peculiar union was borne
out of survival instead of love
during the Khmer Rouge.

Dir. Polen Ly | 2021 | 
21 min | PG | Cambodia

GHOST  OF  PHUKANG

A strange, ghostly affliction has put
inhabitants of a town in perpetual
slumber. Symptoms include idleness
and a peculiar love for music game
shows. Without a cure in sight, the
town lingers on.

Dir. Thanakrit Duangmaneeporn | 2021 | 
5 min | PG | Thailand



BACK  TO  ONE

In the midst of directing a film
rehearsal and the departure of his
partner, a homesick student filmmaker
living abroad reconnects with his
family through a phone call. 

Dir. Tang Kang Sheng | 2021 | 
15 min | PG13 | Singapore

THE  CABBAGE  STATUE

Posters of the famous Cabbage
Statue of Ranau, Malaysia, are seen
everywhere in Singapore. Swayed
by the advertisements, Kelly
convinces her less-than-enthusiastic
best friend, Ruth, to take a trip
across the Causeway to find it.

Dir. Megan Lim | 2021 | 
12 min | PG 13 | Singapore

ROOTS ,  FLOWERS  &

FRUITS

A young girl, neglected by her
parents, encounters an otherworldly
entity and seeks solace in it. 

Dir. Rifyal Giffari  | 2021 | 
16 min | PG | Singapore



AIMS
LEVEL  2 :  EXPERIENCE

ENJOY film screenings, masterclasses and talks in a unique and
vibrant festival setting. Special student packages will be
available for bulk booking.

INTERACT with local and international filmmakers, learn from
their experiences, and gain insight into their films.

CONNECT with fellow film enthusiasts and be part of a
community of film lovers in Singapore.



OUTCOMES
LEVEL  2 :  EXPERIENCE

ESTABLISH an understanding and appreciation of the art of
Film and the rich potential of the medium as a powerful tool of
expression, communication and community building.

PRACTICE and develop the fundamental skills established in
Level 1 of the programme outside the typical classroom setting.

DIVERSIFY the type of films they consume and broaden their
scope beyond the ordinary commercial fare stories.



AIMS
LEVEL  3 :  VOLUNTEER

BUILD on the knowledge gained from Levels 1 and 2 by being
a part of the Front of House, Hospitality, and Photography
teams during the active Festival period.

EXPERIENCE the real-time organisation and running of an
internationally recognised Film Festival.

HONE communication, collaboration and customer service
skills that will better prepare students for future professional
environments.



IMMERSE themselves into the local film community by playing
a crucial role in the operation of SGIFF.

MEET like-minded individuals and develop a deeper passion
and knowledge of films outside mainstream cinema.

GAIN work experience and network with industry professionals
who can offer career advice and guidance.

OUTCOMES
LEVEL  3 :  VOLUNTEER



The region’s first holistic
training initiative to

nurture and guide a new
generation of young
writers on cinema.

YOUTH JURY
& CRITICS

PROGRAMME

LEVEL  4 :  



ABOUT THE YOUTH JURY &
CRITICS PROGRAMME
EL IGIBLE  PARTICIPANTS

The Youth Jury & Critics Programme is a weekly workshop open to post-
secondary school students based in Singapore who are interested and
passionate about Southeast Asian cinematic discourse.

GROWTH  UNDER  MENTORSHIP

Participants will receive invaluable advice from industry professionals
on how to provide exposure on the developments of SEA cinema.

YOUNG  CRIT IC  AWARD

One participant will be awarded for their originality of writing and their
contribution to cinematic discussions in the region.



IN LIGHT OF
COVID-19
As we navigate through these unprecedented times, our
top priority is keeping our community safe and healthy. We
have put safety measures and contingency plans in place
to adjust our format as the situation evolves. This includes
delivering our Education and Development initiatives, such
as the Film Immersion Programme and the Youth Jury and
Critics Programme, online. In addition, the Festival will
continue to observe and monitor the global and local
situation, and pursue the best practices to ensure that the
SGIFF continues to reflect the prevailing circumstance. For
more information and the latest updates, please visit our
website and social media platforms.

WEBSITE
sgiff.com

INSTAGRAM
@sgiffest

FACEBOOK

@sginternationalfilmfestival

Safeguarding
your health
and well-
being

https://www.sgiff.com/
https://www.sgiff.com/
https://www.sgiff.com/


@sginternationalfilmfestival @sgiffestsgiff.com

GET IN
TOUCH TO
REGISTER
OR MAKE AN
ENQUIRY

MABELYN OW
FESTIVAL  OFFICE

83B Rowell Road, Singapore
208015

PHONE  NUMBER

+65 6509 4749

EMAIL  ADDRESS

enquiries@sgiff.com

SGIFF is a non-profit organisation and a registered charity
with Institution of a Public Character (IPC) status.

https://www.facebook.com/sginternationalfilmfestival/
https://www.instagram.com/sgiffest/
https://www.sgiff.com/

